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 From the Vicar… 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Today is an auspicious day as we gather as a Church and School community to celebrate 
175 years of Christian presence here in the heart of Christchurch. Founders Day is a day 
set aside each year to give thanks for our shared vision, as Church and School, of the 
importance of not only our Chrisitan faith, but also the traditions and institutions that 
enable us to live out our mission and ministry as the people of God in our part of the 
city of Christchurch. There are many dates one could choose to hold such a celebration 
of 175 years. The first church on the site was built by the Canterbury Association 
settlers, with Henry Jacobs preaching the opening sermon here in July 1851. The current 
church building (the third on the site) was officially opened on 2 May 1872. Its            
cornerstone had been laid on 29 September 1870, the Feast of St Michael & All Angels. 
The current church building and the site in which we stand is a testament to the vision, 
faith and tenacity of those who built and nurtured it over the past 175 years. As we 
gather for this Mass of thanksgiving today, we are aware of all the faithful who surround 
us, the whole company of heaven, and how we are called to carry on their legacy to the 
glory of God and the proclamation of the Gospel.  
 
Today is also known as Ascension Sunday. Tradition designates Mount Olivet near   
Bethany as the place where Christ left the earth. The feast falls on Thursday (14 May 
this year), the fortieth day after His Resurrection. However, since the liturgical reforms 
of the mid-20th century Churches have increasingly moved it to the following Sunday 
and termed it Ascension Sunday, as we have done. The purpose being that such a      
primary feast may be celebrated by the whole parish community.  
 
The Ascension is part of what we call the Paschal Mystery. There are four interrelated 
parts: suffering and death; resurrection; ascension; and the sending of the Spirit. They 
are closely interlocked as one reality. If the Resurrection says that the crucified Jesus is 
alive, the Ascension says that the living Jesus has entered glory, sharing on an equal  
level the glory of his Father. This is expressed in many ways in different writings of our 
Christian (New) Testament. As we gather this Sunday, we do so with a spirit of            
celebration and joy as we give thanks to God for all he has done for us as a Church, 
School and a people of faith.  
 
God Bless you, 

 
 
 
 
 

Father Jordan 
 

 

Copies of the music for the mass setting and hymns are available from the Sides People. 



Founders’ Day 
Ascension Sunday 

17 May 2025 
 
Presider 8.00 am:     Fr Robert Jamieson   
Presider 10.00 am:   Fr Jordan Greatbatch Organist: Daniel Cooper 
Preacher:    Bishop Peter Carrell 
         
Sidespeople:   Judith McKaskell, Vince Moreton 
 
Opening Voluntary  Prelude in Classic Style   Gordon Young 
 
Mass Setting:   Mass of St Cedd    Peter Nardone 
 
Introit Hymn:   Lift High the Cross 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeting:    
 
Ki te ingoa o te  Matua, me te Tamaiti, me te Wairua Tapu. Āmine. 
(In the name of the  Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.) 
 
The Lord be with you. The Lord bless you. 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Service of the day is introduced and the people are invited to call to mind their sins. 
  
 
 
 

Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 
 
1. Come Christians,  
follow where our Captain trod, 
Our King Victorious, Christ the Son of God 
Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 
 
2. From north and south,  
from east and west they raise 
In growing unison their song of praise: 
Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 

 
 
 
 
3. Let every race and every language tell 
Of him who saves our souls  
from death and hell: 
Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 
 
4. From farthest regions,  
let them homage bring, 
And on his Cross adore their Saviour King: 
Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 

5. For thy blest Cross  
which doth for all atone 
Creation’s praises rise before thy throne: 
Lift high the cross,  
the love of Christ proclaim, 
Till all the world adore His sacred Name. 



 Merciful God,  
 we have sinned in what we have thought and said,   
 in the wrong we have done,  
 and in the good we have not done.     
   
 We have sinned in ignorance:  
 we have sinned in weakness:  
 we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.  
 We are truly sorry.  
 We repent and turn to you.  
 Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake,  
 and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
 (Sung) 
 Kyrie, eleison. Kyrie, eleison.  
 Christe, eleison. Christe, eleison.  
 Kyrie, eleison. Kyrie, eleison.  
 
Through the cross of Christ,  God have mercy on you, pardon you, and set you  free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  God strengthen you in all goodness and 
keep you in life eternal. Amen. 
 
(Sung) 
 Glory to God in the highest,  
 and peace to God’s people on earth.  
 Lord God, heavenly King,  almighty God and Father,  
 we worship you, we give you thanks,   
 we praise you for your glory.  
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
 Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:  
 have mercy on us;  
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
 receive our prayer.  
 
 For you alone are the Holy One,  
 You alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High,  
 Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ to have ascended into the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend 
and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 



First Reading: (sit)  A reading from the Book of Sirach (Sirach 44:1-15) School 
 
Let us now sing the praises of famous people, our ancestors in their generations. The 
Lord apportioned to them great glory, his majesty from the beginning. 
 
There were those who ruled in their kingdoms and made a name for themselves by their 
strength; those who gave counsel because they were intelligent; those who spoke in 
prophetic oracles; those who led the people by their counsels and by their knowledge of 
the people’s lore; they were wise in their words of instruction; those who composed 
musical tunes or put verses in writing; rich men endowed with resources, living      
peacefully in their homes—all these were honoured in their generations and were the 
pride of their times. Some of them have left behind a name, so that others declare their 
praise.  
But of others there is no memory; they have perished as though they had never existed; 
they have become as though they had never been born, they and their children after 
them. But these also were people of compassion whose righteous deeds have not been 
forgotten; their wealth will remain with their descendants and their inheritance with 
their children’s children. Their descendants stand by the covenants; their children also, 
for their sake. Their offspring will continue forever, and their glory will never be blotted 
out. Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives on generation after                  
generation. The assembly declares their wisdom, and the congregation proclaims their 
praise. 
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm:  27 
R.   I am sure I shall see the Lord's goodness in the land of the living. 
 
The Lord is my light and my help; whom shall fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
before whom shall I shrink? R. 
 
There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to live in the house of the Lord, all the 
days of my life, to savour the sweetness of the Lord, to behold his temple. R. 
 
O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and answer. Of you my heart has spoken: 
'Seek his face.' R. 
 
Second Reading: (sit)  A reading from St Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians  
     (1 Corinthians 3:11-17)      School 
 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one that has been laid; that            
foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver,   
precious stones, wood, hay, straw— the work of each builder will become visible, for the 
day will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of 
work each has done.  
 
 



If the work that someone has built on the foundation survives, the builder will receive a 
wage. If the work is burned up, the builder will suffer loss; the builder will be saved, but 
only as through fire. 
Do you not know that you are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in you? If      
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person. For God’s temple is holy, 
and you are that temple. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel Acclamation: (stand) 
 
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; I am with you 
 always, until the end of the world. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
  
The Lord be with you        The Lord bless you  

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew  Praise and Glory to God  
 
Gospel:   Matthew 5:1-12    Rev Theresa Kundycki-Carrell 
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his      
disciples came to him. And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in     
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
 
This is the Gospel of Christ. Praise to Christ the Word. 
 
Sermon:    Bishop Peter Carrell 
 
 
  



Children’s Creed: 
 
 We believe in God the Father,  
 who made the whole world. 
 We believe in Jesus Christ,  
 the Son of God, who was born in Bethlehem and lived among us,  
 who died on the cross for us,  
 and rose from the dead. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit who brings life and love to us all.  
 We believe that the Church is one family,  
 and that one day we will share everlasting life with God in heaven. 
 Amen. 
 
Intercessions:   Johnann Williams 
 
Rest  eternal grant unto them, O Lord:  
 And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
May they rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 
  
 Hail Mary, full of grace; the Lord is with you, 
 blessed are you among women, 
 and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
 Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, 
 now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 
The Peace  

 
The peace of Christ be always with you. And also with you. 
 At the Peace all may exchange a non physical greeting with those near them. 
 
 E te whanau, we are the body of Christ.  
 By one spirit we were baptised into one body. 
 Keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace:  
 Amen. We are bound by the love of Christ. 
 
Offertory:  Gloria Moyle, Jane Evans, School 
 

The Preparation of the Gifts  
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. Blessed be God for ever. 

 
By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to share 
in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity.  
 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink. Blessed be God for ever. 

 

 
 



Offertory Hymn:  478 

 
Pray, sisters and brothers,  
that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God, the almighty One. 
 
 May the Lord receive the sacrifice at your hands, 
 for the praise and glory of his name, 
 for our good, and the good of all his Church. 
 
Eternal God, our Saviour Jesus Christ has promised to be with us until the end of time. 
Accept all we offer you this day and renew us in his transfigured life; for the sake of    
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 

 
The Lord is here.      God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your only 
Son. 
 
And now we give you thanks because, after his most glorious resurrection, he appeared 
to his disciples, and in their sight ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; that 
where he is, thither we might also ascend, and reign with him in glory. 
 
 

1. Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
raise the glad strain, Alleluia! 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, powers, 
virtues, archangels, angels' choirs: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
2. O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises, Alleluia! 
Thou bearer of the eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3. Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye patriarchs and prophets blest, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
all saints triumphant, raise the song: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
4. O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Therefore with the faithful who rest in him, with angels and archangels and all the  

company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious name, for ever praising you 

and singing……  

 

(sung) 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

 God of power and might. 

 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father. Send your Holy Spirit, that these gifts of 

bread and wine which we receive may be to us the body and blood of Christ, and that 

we, filled with the Spirit’s grace and  power, may be renewed for the service of your  

kingdom. 

 

On the night before he died, your Son Jesus Christ took bread; when he had given you 

thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body  which is 

given for you; do this to remember me. 

 

After supper he took the cup; when he had given you thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, to remember 

me. 

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:   

 

(sung) 

 Glory to you, Lord Christ: your death we  show forth;  

 your resurrection we proclaim; your coming we await.  

 Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

Therefore, loving God, recalling your great goodness to us in Christ, his suffering and 

death, his resurrection and ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate 

our redemption with this bread of life and this cup of salvation. Accept our sacrifice of 

praise and thanksgiving which we offer through Christ, our great high priest.  

 
 



United in Christ with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, O 

God, in songs of everlasting praise:  

 

(Sung) 

 Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 

 here and everywhere, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The risen Christ is in our midst, so with Christ we pray. 

 

(Sung) 

 Our Father in heaven,  

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins  

 as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 Save us from the time of trial  

 and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power,  

 and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: Margaret Maclagan, Hugh Munro 

 

 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

 We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 

 

(Sung) 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

 have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

 have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,  

 grant us your peace, grant us your peace. 

 

Father, I pray, let them be one as we are one, alleluia. 

 

 
 
 



This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

 

Happy are we who are called to his supper. 

 

 Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  

 but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

All baptised Christians are welcome to receive Communion, leave your seat by the side 

aisle and come down the central aisle and form two lines according to which side you are 

seated. To receive the Sacrament please cup your hands and the Priest will place it on 

your palm. If you wish to receive a blessing, cross your arms as you approach the priest. 

Gluten free wafers are available, please ask. 

 

Communion Anthem: Ave Verum       Mozart 

 

Years 5-8 classes:  Let us give thanks and praise     Victor Galway 

 

St Michael’s Singers: Carry the Light       Andy Beck  

 

Let us pray. 

 

God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and have fed us with the bread 

of heaven: mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, we may set our 

hearts in the heavenly places; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Notices 

 

Blessing: 

 

The Lord be with you. The Lord bless you. 

 

May Christ, who is human and divine, who is of heaven and also of earth, lift up your 

hearts, lift up your lives to God and may the blessing of God almighty,  Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

The Mass is ended. Go now to love and serve the Lord. Go in peace. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Amen. We go in the name of Christ. Alleluia, Alleluia.    



Final Hymn:   St Michael’s School hymn    Marnie Barrell 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organ Voluntary:  Symphony no. 5—Toccata   C M Widor 
 
7.00 pm:    Evensong and Benediction 
 
 
 

3. Serving neighbours, serving nation, 
with the treasures we receive, 
in each rising generation 
Jesus help us to believe. 
Keep our faith alive and growing 
in these ever-changing days, 
seeds for God's great harvest sowing, 
giving God eternal praise. 

1. Michael and the angels keep us; 
parish, school, community. 
Through the years you form and shape us, 
all we were, are now, will be. 
God abundantly providing, 
here we strive for Jesus' sake, 
angels fostering and guiding  
all the work we undertake. 

2. Church and school together founded 
in this new Pacific land. 
In tradition firmly grounded, 
finding here a place to stand. 
Here new chances are unfolding, 
Christian faith and love to share. 
Gospel light and truth upholding, 
trusting in God's constant care. 

Please pray for… 
 
The Sick:  

Margaret Wallis, Fr Geoff Paterson, Jo Burnside, Ann Jinman, Terry & Betsy McKay. 
  
Claire & John Preston,  Lois Peters, Denis Coulter, Betty Mechen, Suzanne Keys,  
Ghislaine Brewer-Quirke, Lesta Smithson, John Bertken, Peter Easterbrook, Anne Fenton, 
David & Sandra, Philip Souter, Andrew Lawson, Ashley Forman. 
 
Anniversaries:   (Sun) Ann Thompson (Mon) Marion Kerr, George Drayton 
    (Tues) David F Coulter, John Troon 
    (Wed) Tom Stansfield, Betty Coulter 
    (Thurs) Joan Cocks, Lindsay Knowles 
    (Fri) Eric McNabb (Sat) Bill Evans 



 
 

NOTICES 
NEXT WEEK 
 
Women’s Fellowship—Tuesday 10.30am, Parish Lounge. Contact: Barbara Moreton 
021 940 890. 
Meditation Group—Wednesday 12.00 noon in the church. Contact: Therese Aitchison 
0212516282. 
Bible Study—Thursday 11.00 am and 6.00 pm, Parish Lounge. 
Pray the Rosary—Thursday 12.00 noon. 
 
Inasmuch Basket—please continue to donate staple household groceries to support the 
work of the City Mission. The Outreach would like any donated waterproof clothing. 
 
Eftpos—available at the back of the church for giving.  
 
Rite of Reconciliation (Confession) - Fr Jordan and Fr Robert are available to offer the 
Rite of Reconciliation. Please contact either to request a time. 

Health & Safety Regulations:  In an emergency, use the closest exit and assemble in the drop-off zone. 
 In an  earthquake, drop down and shelter behind or under a pew, covering your head. Follow instructions. 



 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM COORDINATOR -  Gloria Moyle 0274355347   
     

NEXT WEEK                    The Day of Pentecost    24 May 2026 
 
  8:00 am  Mass  Celebrant:   Fr Jordan Greatbatch  Server:  Eyob Habte 
 10.00 am Mass Celebrant:   Fr Robert Jamieson 
    Preacher:      Fr Jordan Greatbatch 
Servers:    SD:  Rachel Watson   MC: Lawrence Watson 
    Th:    Robert Calvert-Griffin Cr:   Hugh Munro 
    Ac: Christ’s College Student, Callum Robertson 
First Reading:   Margaret Maclagan  Acts 2:1-21   
Second Reading: Thomas Visakan   1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11 
Gospel:    Fr Jordan Greatbatch John 17:1-11 
Eucharist Ministers: Rachel Watson, Richard Thompson 
Sides people:   Joy Coulter, Michael Graveston 
Intercessions:   Joshua Wilson Black 
Offertory:   Gloria Moyle, Jane Evans 
Morning Tea:  Richard Thompson, Octavia Hodge-Armstrong 
Sacristan:   Toni Stewart 
Sacristy:   - 
Livestream:  Kathleen Campbell 
Flowers:    Toni Stewart 
Evensong Readers: Taizé 
Evensong Server: Taizé 

CONTACTS 
Vicar:     Fr Jordan Greatbatch    vicar@stmichaelandallangels.nz 0272216198  
Curate:     Fr Robert Jamieson       cyrene5@icloud.com   021350089 
Churchwardens:   Richard Thompson       vicarswarden@stmichaelandallangels.nz 
              0274632770 
       Gloria Moyle              grmoyle1@gmail.com   0274355347 
Hon. Associate      Fr Peter Williams        powilliams47@gmail.com  0272303105  
Priests :      Fr Geoff Paterson        geoffpat@xtra.co.nz   0272439995  
       Fr Peter Beck        peterjbecknz@gmail.com   021654445 
Administrator:      Taunya Kearns       office@stmichaelandallangels.nz 03 379 5236  
Music Director:      Daniel Cooper        music.smaa2026@gmail.com  0272542887 
Privacy Officer:      Gloria Moyle        grmoyle1@gmail.com   0274355347 
Webmaster:     Joshua Wilson Black      social@stmichaelandallangels.nz  0204224118 
Safe Ministry:     Jane Evans        jee.evans@xtra.co.nz   0276603634 
Rosters:      Robert Calvert-Griffin   rwcalvertgriffin@gmail.com 
Website:       www.stmichaelandallangels.nz  
Facebook:      SMAAChristchurch  
Parish Bank Acct:   St Michaels Churchwardens A/c no - 03-0855-0263594-000  
Postal Address:      PO Box 4022, Christchurch Mail Centre, 8140 



 The Anglican Parish of 
St Michael and All Angels, 

Christchurch 
 
 

This Sunday Founders’ Day—17 May 2026 
  8.00 am   Low Mass  
10.00 am   Founders’ Day Mass 
  7.00 pm  Evensong and Benediction 
 
Monday    Tāmihana Te Rauparaha, Missionary to Te Wai Pounamu, 1876 
12.35 pm          Mass    
 
Tuesday   Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury and Reformer, 988 
12.35 pm          Mass 
 
Wednesday  Feria 
12.00 pm  Meditation Group 
12.35 pm  Mass 
 
Thursday  Feria 
11.00 am  Bible Study 
12.00 noon Rosary Group 
12.35 pm  Mass 
  6.00 pm  Bible Study 
 
Friday  Rota Waitoa, Te Mātāmua o ngā Māori, 1853 
12.35 pm  Mass 
  8.30 am  School Service 
 
Saturday  Frederick Augustus Bennett, the First Māori Bishop, 1950 
 
Next Sunday  Pentecost—24 May 2026 
  8.00 am  Low Mass 
10.00 am  High Mass  
  7.00 pm  Taizé      



 


